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EVERYTHING THERE !1S TO KNOW ABOUT 
“pA GALAXY FAR, FAR AWAY”?— 
NOW WITHIN YOUR REACH! 


Looking for the most comprehensive (and most definitive) 
source of information on the vast STAR WARS universe? Then 
trust the source: THE STAR WARS ENCYCLOPEDIA. This one-of- 
a-kind work draws together a wealth of data from the classic 

film trilogy, the spinoff radio dramas, novels, short stories, 

computer games, and every other part of the STAR WARS 
epic—all in the ultimate single-volume reference guide. 


INCLUDING: 


*History—From the Sith Wars to the 
Galactic Civil War against the Empire 

*Biography—From the renowned and 
infamous (“Luke Skywalker,” “Darth 
Vader") to obscure and enigmatic 
("Thun Bdu") 

*Geography—from desert-covered 
Tatooine to swamp-filled Dagobah 

*Culture—From the secrets and beliefs 
of the Jedi Knights to the ways of 
Wookiees and jawas 

#Plus science, technology, cosmology, 
and a complete timeline of major 
historical events 


*Aiphabetized for easy reference 
*Iustrated in full color throughout 
*Compiled by a leading STAR WARS expert 
“Featuring an introduction by New York 
Times bestselling author Timothy Zahn 
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By J06H LIME 


THE SPECIAL RETURN OF BORA FETT * 
IT TOOK MOVIE MAGIC TO CREATE THE BOUHTY 
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By MARK CETTE, Wz 









BOBA'S THE NAME, 


BOUNTY HUNTING’S THE GAME 
FETT FINDS A HOME I COMPUTER AND VIDED GAMES 
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meet the man 
ofs\allaloun (alsMaarisice 


You can't keep a good bounty hunter down. At least 
that's what ‘maviec fans (and the Sarlace monster) hawe 
discovered about Boba Fett, the baddest, deadhest 
and highestpaid bounty hunter i the ever-expanding 


Star Wars universe. Last seen, in the movies at least, 


slipping toward certain doom in the jaws and torturous 
digesine system of the Sanace in Retum of the Jed 
Boba Fett not only sermehow survived, (but has thrived 
in the years since. He's gone onto even greater fame 
in books, corics and toys, oS well as the internet, ard 
become a true cult hero-—or anti-reno, depending on 
which side of the Fett fence youre: OA. 

Fioba Fett's tee fo cult status all the more annenzing 
considenng the fact that hs screen time in the Star 
wars movies can be measured in mere minutes, and 
his dialogue wouldn't even fill up the back of a 
cocktail napkin al the Cantine Nie ome weould) Ewer 
recognize his teal face, 4 he has one behind that 
dreaded mask Yel hs exploits have made ralliaress 
hecome fanatical Fett heads. 

Just who 1s ths cay and why are people saying So 
many good and awful things abeut hin? When the 
going ‘gets tough, ihe tough call Boba Fett. Just ask 
guch vaunted villas oS Darth Vader and Jabba ihe 
Hutt. Beyond that, his past and his dewds anc cloaked 
in myth, intergalactic gossup and in what writer funcy 
Mangels describes as “rales tosh m1 time, remembered 
by no Inang bei except for Feit hirnsilf” 

So how on Earth—or better yet, hea in the gakaxy— 
could such a mystenous and obscure fiqure im a 
unaverse fie with fascinatsng characters emerge a5 a 
full-fledged legend? Well, now, that's why were here 
with this magazine, isn’t it. The folks at Lucasfilm and 
Star vars Galiy warted to explore the Fett 
phenomenon, 50 weve qiaen te hunter Fis CNN 
bountifd one-shot special. I's got everything you Cver 
wanted to know about Boba Fett—but were afraid 
(and nghtfully so!) to ask. 

Fett-fully yours, Si 


Chep Lovett 


Rlanaging Editor 
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The Largest Selection Of Star Wars Collectibles In The Galaxy 


BOBA FETT ITEMS 

* Boba Fett Maquette 
ete 10,000 phere onc 15 tall... S380 00 
Full size .. 1 at BBL Abe cree bares ft 
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Tage Alourn 
Briteh Star Ware 
Albu 1 

| hokd Tages (pcegs 
| FREE wih 
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Death Shor oo Mice Callecton ip Tao (pgs) 
Kenner Migr Collection from 1983, Mint in original boxe I PL LSA =~) 6 Soto So... 
[plain shipping box) Lint ane per cuslamert! as BA OS TG SERN so at | Set 
BORD cscs $25.00 


P.O, Box 521516 * Longwood. FLa2762 * PHONE USA (407) 831-8344 « FAX (407) 332-0142 

CREDIT CARD ORDERS ONLY: 1-400-383-0727 TELEPHONE HOURS MON-FRI &:S04M fo &:00PM 
WEBSITE www. Intergalactictrading.com * E-MAIL ADDRESS soles@intergalactictrading.com 
Send check, money order or credit card (VISA/MASTERCARD AMERKCAN EXPRESS DISCOVER) 
to above address. Add £4.00 per order for shipping and handling (5.00 foreign). Payments mustbe made | 
in U.S. funds, foreign checks must be drawn on a US. bank, or a Postal Money Order in U5. funds. ~ 





HES THE MOST NOTORIOUS BOUNTY 
HUNTER IN THE GALAXY... BUT JUST 
HOW MUCH DO WE KNOW ABOUT THE 
MAN AND HIS MYSTERIOUS PAST? 





is past is a mystery, cloaked in 
legends and stories. His face is 
unseen, hidden behind the helmet 
of a long-dead race of warriors. His 
armor carries scars of past battles, 
while his weaponry hints to the elements of his 
survival. And yet, for all his mystery, for all the 
rumors, for all that is not known, one fact is clear: 
Boba Fett is the best bounty hunter in the galaxy. 





The man who would become Boba Fett 
apparently was once a Journeyman Protector 
named Jaster Mereel, who kept the law on the 
world of Concord Dawn. Stripped of all he owned 
Alihough the insignia Boba Fett for killing a corrupt fellow Protector, Mereel 
wears is beleved by some fons to disappeared into the galaxy. Years later, Mereel 
be a symbol of a banthe skull. its would reemerge, wearing the armor of an elite 
origin is as mysterious as Fett's, group of warriors known as the Mandalorian 
5u Hele mandos, and calling himself Boba Fett. 
— Some said that Fett had joined the 
Empire in the interim, becoming one 
of its faceless stormtroopers, while 
others had tales about Fett’s past which 
were equally unprovable. 


What is clear fact is that Boba Fett is 
dangerous, and extremely good at the 
art of the hunt. Following the Clone 
Wars, Fett worked as a mercenary, a 
soldier, a personal guard, an assassin, 
and most frequently, as a bounty 
hunter... the most expensive bounty 

* hunter in the known systems. His 
ellipsoid ship, Slave J, became as feared on the 








Elernents of Fett's helmet were space ways as any pirate ship, while his visored 
born in these pre-production helmet hid any trace of emotion when the hunter 
sketches by Relph Mecluerrie, finally stood triumphant with his prey. 
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The modifications Boba Fett 
has engineered inte his 
Mandalorian armor make it 
more dangerous than even its 
original bullders haci 
intended. The Helmet houses i 
macrobinocular viewplate, 
motion and sound sensors, 
infrared capabilities, ar 
internal comlink with his ship 
and a broadband antenna for 
intercepting and decoding 
frasmissions; wrist eauntlets 
house lasers, a miniature 
flame projector and a 
fibercord whip/prappling 
device; a back-pack jet pack, 
includes a turboa-projected 
magnetic grappling hook 
with a 20-meter lanyard; 
knee-pad rocket dart 
launchers, spiked boots, a 
concussion grenade 
launcher and a BlasTech EE- 
4 rifle complete the armor. 
Braided Wookiee scalps 
hang over his right 
shoulder, while a tattered 
cloak, perhaps a memento 
from some past hunt, hangs 
fram his left shoulder. 


Boba Fett has often been 
emploved by the notarlows 
Hutts and their criminal clan 
leaders, such as Jabba and 
Gora. During the time of the 
Galactic Empire, he regularly 
took bounties for the 
Imperial, making himself 
equally the scourge of 
criminals and of the Rebel 
Alliance, many of whose 
members he captured... or 
attempted te capture, 

One of Boba Pett’s mast 
frustrating targets was a 
Corelllan smuggler, Han Solo, 
who had crossed Pete's path 
several tinves before becoming 
a here of the Rebellion. 
Working for both Lore Darth 
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Vader and Jabba the Hutt, Pett 
was able to track down and 
capture Solo, bringing him 
frozen ina block of carbenite 
to Jabba’s Tatooine palace. 
When Salo's friends made a 
daring rescue to free their 
frozen compatriot, Boba Fett 
met a sesmingly anfortunate 
end in the belly of the Sarlace 
in the Great Pit of Carkoor. 
Boba Fett eventually freed 
himself from. the Sarlace pit 
and resumed his motoriois 
hounty hunting career, 
sometimes working with 
fellow hunter Dengar. Fett's 
reputation is undinuned by 
his failures to capture Han 
Solo, wham he has. 





encountered many tines in 
the vears since Solo’s escape 
from Jabba. There are many 
bounties in the galaxy, and 
every one of them hopes they 
will never become the burnted 
prey of Boba Fett. 








EARLY 
DEVELOPMENT 


The Star Mars trilogy has. 
dozens of memorable 
characters, but few have 
sparked as intense a fan 
interest as has Boba Fett. 
Some of that popularity can 
be traced to his origins. The 
collaborative efforts of 





creative teams from 
Lucasfilm, Renner Toys and 


animation studio Nelvana all 
created an early phenomenon 
far the bounty hunter. 


Boba Fett’s deadly look came 
from Ralph McQuarrie ane 
Joe Johnston, who designed 
the Fett armor at [LM in 
California. Originally, Fett’s 
heavily armored pear was 
intended to be worn by 
squads of supercomunmanilos 
from the Mandalore system, 
However, it was decided that 
Boba Fett would be the only 
character in the weapon-laden 
Suit, Johnston, whe created 
the final design for the 
character, kept the armor 
symmetrical, but painted the 
pleces in such a way that they 
appeared to be scavenged 
from several uniforms. [t was 
important to Johnston that 


the armor be aged and 
dented, as well as personalized 
with the braided Wookiee 
scalps and other trophies. 


Boba Fett made his first 
Appearance in the “Star Wars 
Holiday Special,” a two- hour 
TY provram that aired on 
CBS in 1978, Fett’s 
Appearance on the special 
wis in a cartoon adventure, 
animated by Nelvana. The 
following spring of 1979, 
Renner Toys offered fans a 
chanee to get a mail-order 
action figure of the mew Start 
Wers villain. Fans, wondering 
who this new bounty hunter 
was and what his 
connections were to the 
Galactic Empire or the Rebel 
Alliance, would have ta wait 
until May 1980, when Fett 
appeared on the big screen in 
The Eniprine Strikes Bock. 

Well, not every fan had to 
wait that long. Sound 
designer Ben Burtt reveals 
that Fett made his first live- 
action appearance earlier 
than Errpire, According to 


Burtt, the effects people 


brought him the costume 
and asked him to build ina 
sound effect for personal 
appearances and such, Burtt 
desloned a “pinging 
telemetry device sound,” 
which would be the signature 


sound whenever Fett was ina 
scene. The sound was mixed 
in to both films, “but usually 
it was lost in the muste and 
other sounds,” says Burtt, 
adding that it is mast audible 
in the Empire scene in which 
Fett isin Stave f pursuing the 
Millenvalieenr Falcon through 
garbage, and at the end of 
the new Jabba scene in the 
Ster Wars Special Edition. 
The sound that was built ito 
the suit was first heard by 
fans at the Fall 1979 San 
Anselmo County Day Parade, 
where Darth Vader and Boba 
Fett made celebrity 
appearances, Burtt, whoa 
attended the parade, recalls 
that the uniform was all 
white then, Instead of the 
grey-ere|en camoutlage look it 
took on later! 


oba Fett's armor evolution 










Hoba Fett's starship, Sieve f is a state 
of the ert wessel with powerful 
weapons and dewices that can track 
and pursue targets across the galaxy. 
A pre-production sketch of this scene 
from Jedi is shown above. 
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Artist Daniel 
frereton 
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, last 
Wars Gialexy nit wea Ue tae Pa 
trading card. Fett, Ihey'va alse aever always seen Phe: 
jie 


actor playing the sole‘an fila! Bere 
is a list of the varied actors Who hive 
pectnayed Boba Fett and wheres = 


“Stan Wan Haliday Spec (, 
sereabes hse 
wir et ee Ft first 
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didn't end with Enpire, Pir AOBA FETT 
Return af tee fedi, designers 
created) Some Mew enTor LINMASKED 


pleces for him, showing that Want ta know what Boba Fett 


Pett was resourceful when it ; 
i Telly looks like under his 


eeu NT pala lge Ley Leet helmet? Check out the scenes parte Fett on be days af fling, fo the 

difference in the fed! costume : rapper Pap us soene ia. which etl comforts Vater in the 
in The Eeapire Stvices Back when 

is in the wrist gauntlets, Bespin hallway, a Land Toes ent “7 


Leia and Chewbacca are being ik f 
taken through Cloud City by Tit, aut (HR tad 


Show. 198, 
an Impertal officer and a squad PWeice-aver” by Alan Roseabis Felt 
of stonmtrogpers. ¢ a ae a 


which had been changed from 
dull green to red and orange, 
and which were shaped 
differently te accommodate 
the fibercord/whip grappling “The Imperial officer is played by 


device that Fett used agalnst Jeremy Bulloch, who is the man | 

















Luke Skywalker on the skiff. inside Fett’s armor! Through the designer Ben Bert ix most od his predactions. 
magic of editing, and filming ; + Dwi cartoon series #, (Mela, Fall 3) 
on different days, Bulloch is in ‘Weber true, bp Gente Burd Felt males bis 
scones as Boba Fett during the second animated appearance In “ARuce to” 
same section of the film. thesinagh CEplsede 4p 

a | = Refunr af the fed MR radip show, raf) 
1 Avision of what the character, | ' sats by. Ed Begley Ir. Fett aapeaned 
not the actor, micht look like : in j gt. 
was provide by comic book ~ Bark pie (Warr Aueags) a a 
artist Daniel Brereton in Series Velce-orvet by Boe Racker (wha alia voted Ben 
2of Topps’ Star Wires Golaxy | ‘ala, Live-action auto drama includes Fett 
trading card set. Pictured in an : 
yp Die Sa imaginary enemy encounter, sar Wars A Kew yi ee ae 
= with fellow bounty hunter 
a rated catane ee fiossk at his side, Fett is shown f 
\S with his helmet off, revealing -_ whe py. -S Bek Spi Him 
5 ; the face of a savage warrior. (Febuary 21,1997) 
| a qe Andy Mangels is the euthor of Star Wars: (ae ea Hides 
| Ey The Essential Guide to Characters gees iby ied! Special, in A 
fl) ae (Ratlanting Books, M5). Baba Fett partrajed by ex-Lacastiln ace 
T curoeat model maker an Bies (abo also played 
bei bg the Bith band member in “Jedi Rocks" in the 


This pre-production sketch of Boba Fett. Ae odeivier ane ] 
by Joe Johnston, included F the tniett felt 
perenreewiorma (cot ht st | 
WS USO TOF Tie geval character. assistant manayer af the model) at ILM [he 
a ged ten Tl ae 
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BORA FEITS 
TOP 10) HUNTS 


Here is a list af some of the 
more notorious bounty hunts 
Fett’s been on (other than 


Han Soloj, and where to flind 
out mare about then 





tamer: Thrall fobrerr 

DME Sise Fron 

HOT IM: Dreicds: “A Roce fo tte 
Finish” (Episode #4, Nelvarte, 
Fall (985). Qe the plaver of 
Jago, Fett accepted a jel te kill 
retcer Thetll lobes cdreriag tlre 
Boonta speeder races, The fol 
cost Pett acre Une fie took tr, 
S0 fo fecowp iris losses, fe 
collected the Dourty en itis 
caiiever, Sisc Pros, i 
fining fin over to Proven Ss 
mentesis, faba the Auett, 


Tat: “The Ate * 

DOWNER Dati: Veer 

BNET Star Wars Mewsynqper 
strip, “The Frozea P¥orkd OP ie” 
{LA Times Svodicete, frase 17 fo 
August 9, T3800. In Gtx pursuit of 
aa Jerperial hinicoat fe fhe froze 
word of Ota, Beda Pett ras leto 
aaron of Rebels, fachwaisag bis 
lel gerry Ala Sete, 


THe: Hovet Stora 

Pere: Wioeec 

MT le The Last Jedi Advertire 
Gare Book faxtner, OK, I992) 
A vornig fedi-fto-be, Dirvet Storr, 
crosses paths with Boba Fett cv 
‘he fnnperial planet af Topranve, 
conc feiterferes wither the benveety 
heifer auce tac often, 


Tea: Magwit fhe Magician, 
Herr-Kewasder 

MH Gerga te Hutt 

MG Boba Fett: Bounty on 
Bar-Reoda one-shot comic 
Mark Horse, 1995), Using tre 
fupless Magvert as an uavwilling 
neconice, Hela Fett coupteres 
fio spece Wane farKoode 
for a@ love-siither Hitt. 


meth Tics i, Savers 

MOE: Gere Mae Aft 

HUTT: Boba Fett: When The 
Fat Lady Swings ore-sthot 
comic (Dork Here, 1996), 
After copturieg the freael of 
Toxus EE Pett is itined by Geared 
igi to fad fis Kidreapped wife, 
Alnachra, Fett breacks fer clowre 
dd battles te Sheela Shavers, 
swap gong, os well aos Rp 
Aooda, Grother to fer-Kooeder, 





TAT Onkie flags Ala 

MG: Gera the Att 

BUTYL: Boba Fett: Murder 
Most Foul aue-shot comic 
(Dank Horse, 1907). Coorg 
Hires Fett fe kal fais fortleer-in- 
iow, Cieko, bot Fett tras ater 
Norms. Dnfortundtely, ite 
reappearance of Ky-Kooda 
Hirows Wie plerrrs griery, 


paaeT: ro Kerst 

Me San Arek Mirdak 
factually Fett i disguise) 

HiT Ls: Boba Fett: Twin 
Engines of Destruction ere 
shet comic (Oark Herse, 

1897), Rival bowaty later 
fodo Kast, wibo alsa weirs 
Mandalorian arror, das been 
letting people believe he's Boba 
Fett to get higher bowrttes, Fett 
sets an clabonate trap for Kasi, 
with explosive consequences. 


TET: Haliotar Voor 

TEER feria Hie Avit 

sume: Tales of the Hournity 
Hunters, “The Lest Que 
Stoning” (Rantan, POo%). 
Trecking cf yorereg spice 
semiggler, Hallolar Vos, fo fhe 
Blaorret fuebilar, Boba Fett 
wetched @ Drutal free-for-all 
battle betwee four crinladts at 
a sporting arenas ene of the 
COoMba tts wees a viene Hon 
Solo. This was one of Fett's first 
jobs for fabho the Heett, 25 
wears prior to taktene beetle Virder 
ated fearlair’s Dacennty car Heres, 


tat Karrie sad Malloc, 
aka “Latria® 

TE: ie Dewan 
SOerrbbetrt 

MT ite Tales of the Bounty 
Hunters, “The Last One 
Stornding” (Sorta, 1907), The 
Bevarwiian kaawe as “The 
Butcher of Momtellian Sent 
hod escoped coptiere for dozens 
of years, Dut a Ave-recilfige 
credit bovernty ovr iris fecal pat 
Boba Fett or his trail. On the 
qudet world of Peppel, a patent 
Fett fat fix trap, fidivg oat in 
fe process thal Mfclloc wees 
hiding someting wnech rere 
Prectons Met fis flertity, 


ne: Rerncer Thal, faces cut 
fatima Soto 

EMRE: Wnler Taarkovver 

HUST Los: Howeg fed Kertglits: 
Shards of Alderaan, 
Diversity Alliance, 
Delusions of Grandeur, bedi 
Bounty, The Emperor's 
Plague (Sorlevord, TF |. 
The Twitek leader of the 
Diversity Alliance warts @ 
New Republic peliticias ond 
the secrets he carries with 
fim. She tires Roba Fett te 
fied fe wien, ord he forces a 
fledgiteg Dorerty duaater Zekk, 
cd a group af verre Peedi 
Kivightts: troricatty, Gee fedi 
are the cliidres of Fert's 
longtime foe, Han Solo! Ft 
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En INTERIOR: 


TADER'S S7AR DESTROYER 
ERIDGE—CONTROL DECK 
Vader stands tn the back 
control area of his shipes 
bridge wilh a motley crew of 
NG; gg creatures, a bizarre 

tay of galactic fortune 
finnters... 





last to be named is the 
nost among them all... 


\ -Hoba Fett, a manin a 
eapon-covered, armored 
space suit. > 


ith those words on the 
previous page, Boba Fett first 
appears in the shooting script 
of Tite Enipire Strikes Rack, [t's 
a brief literary brush stroke, 
but one that would leave a 
vivid and lasting cinematic 
impression. Fram that 
introduction came one of the 
most popular characters ever 
to spring from the galaxy of 
George Lucws’ imagination. 
Boba Fett is a conmpelling character, 
in spite of his brief appearances on 
screcn ard the precious few lines he 
speaks in Empire and Return of the fed, 
The phenomenon stems from several 
factors. Empire's plat makes Boba Fett 
a mysterious and dangerous character: 
We learn virtually nothing about bis 
backeround, yet he qutsimarts Han 
Solo, captures hin acd spirits him 
away Without so much as a scratch ta 
show tor his darkly calculated efforts. 
Boba Fett moves into the orbit of Sher 
Wars’ main characters and drastically 
alters their fates. He is clearly a force 
to be reckoned with. 
And he is a cipher, even less readable 
than the masked Darth Vader, Not as 


openly threatening as Vader, or as 
extroverted in the figure he has 


behind the mask, but instead 
selected a highly capable actor who 
possessed a wide range of 
experience. With Fett's limited 
screen time, every second had to 
count, and every movement hae to 
be just right, so that the characters 
persona would match the stancdareds 
of his physical design. To make a 
such a complex character come to 
life while wearing a completely 
concealing costume is a special 
performance challenge, and for that 
challenge, the perfect man was an 
English actor named Jeremy Bulloch, 


In person, Bulloch is mot what you 
might expect at flrst, He's charming 
and well-mannered, a very triendly 
and pleasant encounter, Roba Fett, a 
nice suv? However, spend a few 
moments with Bulloch, and you 
soon start ta see the elerments that 
helped him create Boles Pett: His 
bright eves are sharply focused, 
giving away a keen intelligence. He's 
completely at ease, and yet always 
alert. His words are well-chosen ane 
deliberate. This is a man who knows 
what he’s doing, who is in control, 
Thase traits convinces an observer 
that Bulloch would be at case in any 
situation = in the breakfast room at 





Skywalker Ranch or on the deck of 
an Imperial Star Destroyer, in the 
company of violent and dangerous 
bounty hunters, wearing a sult of 
weaponry anil hidden from the 
world behind an enigmatic mask. 
Yes, that’s Bulloch in there, at ease 
yet alert, anal in contre, 


Gopasite page: uiloch 
took time out et a Fan 
conventian to pose with 
@ Boba Fett action 
figure, Felon On 
screen tor only a 
limited amount of time, 
Fett left en indelible 
Impression. 


chosen to cut with his mask and 
clothing, The expression given by his 
weird mask transflxes the viewer, but 
fives mo clucs. 

The character's physical design 
accounts for ouch of his appeal, of 
course. Without seeming overly 
encumbered, Boba Fett is a walking 
armory of lethal weaponry. Armored, 
protected, offering 10 ditterent deaths 
atonce.., and yet he is agile, catlike. 


All this was only theary—aonly pages 
in a script, only plastic armor 
cunningly wrought in the workshops 
of ILM—until Boba Fett was given 
movement and breath by the actor 
who brought him te life, George 
Lucas and Irvin Kershner did nat 
choose just anybody to be the man 
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BUDY LANGUAGE SPEAKS VOLUMES 


Asingle nod, or the smooth movement as 
Boba Fett turns away from Lande... the turn 
of his head as he boards Slave J. Boy 
language was vital in making Boba Fett the 
perfectly realized character he became on 
screen. FGulboch’s expertise prepared him well 
for making the most of every move. “I've 
dene several pantomime shews,"” he says, 
“where physical performance is everything. 
You have to communicate nealy everything 
about the characters with movement, gesture 
and expression.” Bulloch’s background and 
training in these subtle arts of movement 
have even led to him appearing in corporate 
bodv-language training films, “This is trie 
for everyone, moat just actors,” he points out. 
"Your body language can modulate the 
behavior of others.” 


Bulloch made use of many sources to create 
the ight movements for Boba Fett. “7 got 
geen dipection from Irvin Kershner,” the 
actor savs, “and ["d been given some 
background on the character.” That resulted 
ina famillar meadel for Fett in Rulloch's mind: 
“Lalways thought of him as Clint Eastwood 
in A Fistful of Dollars. That was my model. 
Boba Fett always craclles fis gui just $c. Yo 
do those littl things to give the character 
dimension, and you just hope people metice.” 
With Boba Fett, less became more. 


"He moves slowly, deliberately, but you 
know he's quick when he needs to be,” 
Bulloch adds, "He might stand there net 
moving for 40 minutes, but when he does 
move, that one movement will say so much 
more than a 
lot of running 
around and 
waving a fun 
at people.” 


leit and above 
agit Cast and 
crew discuss 
the Fight scene 
on Jabbes 
harge during 
filming of weg 








Bulloch, the real man behind the mast, met en 
impressive “imposter while appearing at a special 
Star Wars event at Disney Warld in Merch 1997. 


THE ARMOR MAKES THE MAN? 


*The character has really grown far beyond 
the way [ played him,” Bulloch states, citing 
the many books and comics featuring the 
noterious bounty hunter. “But so much of it 
comes from the costume. So many questions 
are posed by it,” 

There's no denying that Fett’s Mandalorian 
battle armer is one of the finest and richest 
works ewer to come from a Siar Wore art 
department. “Costumes do help an actor,” 
Bulloch reflects. “I recently portrayed a rich, 
arrogant businessman ina West End stage 
production. For my character, they bought 

a very expersive suit. Wearing that for the 
part made me feel the power, the wealth 

and the prestige that went along with the 
character. It made me an arrogant 
businessman. It wouldn't have been the 
same ina cheap suit. [t's the same with Boba 
Fett. You den this gear and you becorre 
powerful, You can do these subtle things and 
get tremendous effect out of them," 





THE CHARACTER ISSUE 
Maying Boba Pett has had a big impact on 


beth Bulloch and his audience, “A lot of this 
character rubs off on kids, and whatever he 


says can mean an awful lot. Teachers ask me 
ta write and tell their kids how I think 
students ought to be, Mf Jeremy Bulloch save to 
kids, ‘Dhon't ruin your lite with drugs,” they 
went pany any athention, But when the guy 
who played Boba Fett savs it, they listen, 
Est Boba Pett i coal. | enceurage therm te 
take thelr education seriously, to get as much 
as they cin outot it. Knowled@e is such a vital 
thing, no matter what vou become in life, 


"For such a small part, the effect has grown so 
remarkably, [t has been a wonderful 
opportunity. | was very fortunate, and ["m 
very grateful to have had the role.” 


BEYOND BOBA 


As an actor, Bulloch revels in a wide variety 
of challenges, “You can get labeled and 
typecast, especially starting Gut. |] wied te eect 
all these roles as the nice young man next 
door, the decent bloke who never loses his 
temper... a bit too good to be true, That can 
be very boring. For an actor, more variety is 


better Llove having had the chanee to de 
pantomime, musicals, Shakespeare, light 
comedy, thrillers, radio, films, theater andl 
television. With specializing, you can 
Become brilliant at a particular type of 
character, but it can be so limiting. Every 
acter ought to be on stape at least once a 
wear. | adore theater more than anything.” 


Bullech’s outlook makes him always 

Fee pl iwe bo mew possibilities. “AS ar actor, 

l consider myself a gypsy. [ would leave on 
the moment to follow a project. That kind 
of attitude gives vou more opportunity. Last 
Vear, | wasn't pinning On going bo Anverica 
for convention appearances. But | decided to 
try it, and it was wonderful. In the ene, luck 
stayed with me and [ still managed to slot in 


work Tere and there. 


“To really take advantage of opportunity, 
one Ganmlot Be too settled in ore's was, rot 
tog attached to any place or any routine,” 
Bulloch says. “One has to be ready te leave 
ona moment's notice for the right call.” 
Ready tor anvthing, that’s Jeremy Bulloch— 
and Boba Pett, aswell, % 





Fett may Inathe 
Wookiees, bul 
Bulloch and 
Lhewhaces 
portrayer Peter 
Mayhew get 
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Artist Cam 
Kennedy end 
writer John 
Wagner 
teamed wp in 
Dark Horse 
Comics fobs 
Fett: Murder 
Mast Foul 





ince the golden age of the 

medium in the 1930s, comic 

book writers and artists have 

delighted in showing us 
disguised heroes who mab evildoers in 
the name of truth and justice. And 
quite offen on those four-color pares, 
the claborateness of the costume 
directly reflects the complexity of the 
character. Superman is a nice enough 
fellow, but there's nat much above 
the “S" besides a splt-curl and a 30- 
megawatt smile. [t's the dark, ¢rim- 
masked crusaders, fram Batman to 
Spawn, wlio hint te readers that these 
characters carry some complicated 
emotional bapgage beneath their 
helmet, hood ar cow, 


That's why Boba Fett, Stor Wirrs’ most 
enigmatic individual, is a comic-book 
natural, The bounty hunter's first 
appearance was in Marvel Comics’ 
adaptation of The Errpire Strikes Back, 
and ever since, readers have 


al ely) 2 
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demanded more, more, more, When 
Fett was unceremoniously (and 
supposedly) killed off in Retin? of tie 
jedi, it was the comics—where no one 
is ead until you sce a boxly—that 
brought him back te life. Following 
his much-praised “resurrection,” in 
comics tales, Pett Mexecl his museles 
in Dark Eerpire and Dark Enipire 1, 
dominated Siradows of fe Enypire, 
headlined in a series of popular one- 
shots and will soon star in the 
upcoming, four-issue saga, Boba Fett: 
Eererere of Mee Eanghine, 


Why all the fervor among comics 
fans? After all, the character is 
intended to be a villain: he’s the 
merciless manhunter who shot at 
Luke Skywalker and put Han Solo on 
ice. Gut Boba Pett isn't a caricature 
supervillain, and he isn't evil for 
evils sake, As a palactic bounty 
hunter, he's more af a freelance 
officer of the peace, bringing in 
wanted criminals such as spice 
smupgilers and Rebel outlaws—and, 
OMe CAN asSline, mass murderers and 
serial Killers, as well. Many of today’s 
most popular comic-book heroes fall 
inte a similar ethical gray arca that 
would have been unimaginable 
during the simpler days of Captain 
America vs, Nazi saboteurs. [In the 
didactic world of Star Mars, Pett 
stands astride the fuzzy moral median 
between Luke's heroism and Emperor 
‘alpatine’s depravity. 
Marvel Comics introduced the 
contradictory character ta the comic- 
book racks in 1980, but didn’t da 
much to develop him, lareely because 
of story restrictions Inuposed by the 
still-untolding movie saga. The 
publisher's most interesting invention 
wis the jungle planet of Mandalore, 
a world created from the off-quoted 
trivia mugect that Fett wears a suit of 
“Mandalorian battle armor” Marvel 
sugicsted that Fett was one of the 
last three surviving Mandalorian 
supercommandas, a mercenary band 


EOBA FETT special 
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that fought for the evil Emperor 
during the Clone Wars. This backstory 
has been ienered in mewer material. 


Dark Hore Comics took over the Sher 
Wears license in the carly 1990s. Since 
then Dark Horse has produced a 
number of Fett tales from the pens of 
several talented storytellers, ‘Tom 
Veiteh officially brought Fett back 
from the dead, while Andy Mangels 
and John Wagner have moved the 
character from perpetual “puest star” 
te leading man in his own tithe. 


Waster has been the most prolific of 
the burch, and frequently lightens wp 
the bleak bounty-hunting atmosphere 
with a comical and amusing 
Supporting cast that often includes 

a Hutt or two, “There's always a 
temptation ta have a few punch lines,” 
says Wager. “Hutts are great 
characters, natural comedy characters.” 


Fett's influence, in fact, has extended 
even to the ancient Teles of te fed? 
comics, set thowsaneds of years before 
the events of the movie trilogy, The 
epic events of Te Sittr Mor feature 

an age-old mercenary clan led by a 
masked warrior called Mandalore. The 
name is reminiscent af the Marvel 
comics, andl Mandalore wears a very 
familiar style of armor “Chris Gossett 
jJartist on Dirk Lends af tie Si] 
proposed the original sketch of the 
helmeted guy and sugeested that he 
might be a kind of ‘retro Feet’ or a 
predecessor,” explains Kevin J. 
Anderan, writer of Tike Sit Maar. "We 
intended Fett to be an heir to the old 
tasked warriors who followed 
Mandalore, but we're not in a 
Position to define anything 
permanent about Pert’s background.” 


The lack of concrete detalls an Reha 
Fett’s lile—anel the fact that his face 
has never been revealed beneath his 
mask—have led te a multitude of 
Outrageous fan theories on the bounty 
hunter's appearance and origin. 
“Heaven knows what he is,” says 
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Warner “That's one of the joys of 
Fett, the mystery.” Jokes Anderson: 
“He could be anythinge—a tall, evil 
Ewok, maybe? I sugested once that 
he could be a droid, which is why he 
could get out of the Sarlace, but 
|Lauvcasfilm] said mo to that.” 


The rampant speculation may mever 
truly die dawn, but Andy Mangels’ Twit 
Fregines af Destrvction is a8 clowe as 
anyone has come so far to unmasking 
the bounty Hunter, In ore scene fram 
that comic Ovhich originally appeared in 


four parts in Stour Wass GALANY MAGAFINE 
and was subsequently compiled inte a 
single volume by Dark Harse}), Fett 
appears out of his armor, swathed in 
heavy bandages like Boris Karloff in The 
Misr, “We established im the story 


that Fett isa male humanoid with 
relatively Terran features—pwo eves, 
nose, mouth, teeth,” explains Mangels, 
“That's what [ think is under the mask, 
a very scarred and hard-worn human 
man. But we con't necessarily mec te 


In Boba Feet: fwie 
Engines of 
Hestruction, ett 
tangles with laok 
alike imposter 
dado Kast, 





fear Fagines of 
Destruction 
oreginally appeared 
as a {our-part 
series in diay Weer 
Genny Magaitar, 
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know what's under the mask, because 
the world he has built around him has 
made the mask his real face, The man 
who he was is no longer a Factor; he is 
Boba Fett, and as lang as he's got the 
mask on, he will always be Boba Fett.” 
Tom Veitch believes that Fett is 
“another variation on the Man in the 
Iron Mask,” adding that he'd 
intended to show Fett’s face in Quark 
Enipire Wf betore artist Cam Kennedy 
talked him out of it. Veitch now 
agrees with the decision. “Vader is the 
first version, and Fett is the follow-up. 
He replaces Vader in our hearts after 
the Dark Lord's mask comes off. The 
Man in the Iron Mask needs to be 
forever mvysterlous, forewer a dark 
unknown, All his power depends on 
his mystery. Take off the mask arid 
you destroy the rapport that fans 
have with the character.” 


What's next on the bounty hunter's 
dance card? John Wagner is currently 
plotting Gut an eacky piece of Star Wers 
history—the first mecting of Boba Fett 
and Darth Vader. The debut issue of 
Ener of the Empire should appear in 
comics stores in early “94, 


After that, who knows? 


Daniel Wallace writes often 2bout the 
Star Wars comics scene. 





fark Emoine marked Hob 
Fett's First Todery 


COMICS appearance since 
the Marvel days. 
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This Feit 
Fanaten 
sports a 
deaths-heed 
tattoo om his 
right arm. 


he year was 1981. My fifth 
birthday had just passed anid 
The Enipire Stakes Back was 
fresh and vivid in my 
memory. As if it were 
yesterday, I can recall 
anxiously waiting, day after day, for 
the mail to arrive. Something... or 
SOMCOMe special was coming. 


My earliest memory of Boba Fett, 
like that of many fans, was when he 
was offered as a mail-away premium 
to thase who'd bought one of 
Kenner's latest batch of Star Wers 
tows. ] had bought a C-31) action 
figure, and 1] jumped at the chance 
to own this addition to my cast of 
Star leirrs characters, 

When he finally arrived, | tare inta 
the box like a rabid animal. With his 
armor and helmet, his rocket pack 
and blaster, he was an incredible sight 
to behold. He was also nota guy you 
would want to mect in a dark alley. 
But to Star Wers fans like me, that 
Boba Fett figure became a special 
treasure, | couldn't wait to learn more 
about this mysterious character, but it 
wouldn't be wntil thoes wears later 
that the menacing bounty hunter 
who had the audacity ta capture Han 
Solo would return to the screen, 


Return of tie feat brought 
with ita whole new outlet 
for Fett and his enigmatic 
penenality, Jabba the Hutt's 
palace, with its strange 
dancers, Hunters ane aliens, 
was the perfect place for Fett 
toe reappear. With a presence 
rivaling Darth Vader im its 
menacing quality, Boba Fett 
captured the attention of us Shar 
Wars fans once again. And even 
though he plummeted to whit 
appeared to be a certain demise in 
the jaws of the Sarlace, Fett-ful fans 
knew in the pits of our stomachs 
that you could mever keep such a 
popular character down, 





The fans were rlaht. The Fett 
phenomenon suddenly exploded ta 
incredible proportions. Fan clubs 
devoted to Fett begin bo appear. 
Anything with Fett on it, whether it 
Was an action frure or a candy 
container, became an imstart 
collector's item. You could even be 
Boba fora day, as Fett costumes 
became available and as familiar as 
Princess Leia's hairstyle. Star Wars fans 
took to Boba Fett like a wampa to the 
frozen tundra of Hoth. But then, as 
now, | couldn't help but wonder why. 


So 0Ff | went looking for the answer. 
Asa member of the generation that 
was born and raised on computers, 
my first stop was the Internet, | 
logged on to the World Wide Web, 
called up a search engine, typed in 
the words “Boba Fett" and pressed 
enter. The hourglass appeared on the 
screen felling me to be pathent; lt was 
processing and would soon tell me 
how many places on the Web had 
anything te do with Fett. 
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The results of my search were 
unvelled to my astonished eyes. There 
were an unbelievable 10,299 matches 
for Boba Fett! How could this ane 
faceless man have that much of a 
following? Then the proverbial light 
bulb appeared above my tread. LE | 
wanted to find out why Stor Mors fans 
were so Intrigued with boba kett, go 
straight to the fans. [ proceeded to 
locate more than 250 people on the 
Met with the words Reha Fett in their 
profiles. Their ages ran the gamut 
fram 14 te 30, and they could be 
found at any given time within the 
multiple spheres of the Star Wars 
Internet world. 


lasked a few willing on-line individuals 
5OMe pressing questions about bet. 
The main query | posed to those 
devotees was why they thought Boba 
Fett has endured as a fan favorkte for 
more than 15 years, even though he 
was on screen for so little time, 


One fan, using the screen mae 
"Boakettt” told me: “He's a mystery. 
He's got all kinds of weapons arid 
gailgets to catch people with. He is an 
easy Character to like, because there 
isn’t a lot you have to know about 
him. The reason people really lowe 





liana 


BALAMYT AEA HE 


a 


him is that he isn't that well known. 
It makes his life seem much nore 


interesting. He's my faverite character, 


hecause he's respected.” 


“Bbettade” responded: “I think he 
gained popularity just because he 
wasn't seen that much, He was 
shrouded in mystery. It was his lack, 
his cunning, his ability to get the 
jab done.” 








aaa 


Then, live and in person, [ found a 
true fanatic. As I was sitting in 
school one day, | looked over at 
another student's aro. | couldn't 
believe what I sav. There, tattoced 
on the underside of the student's 
right arm was the unmistakable 
image of Roba Fett's death’s-head 
emblem. [ couldn't believe what | 
saw. L approached him with caution, 
and asked him my questions, 

He is a film student fram Connecticut 


named Matt Kramer, ancl be was all 
toc happy ta give me his opinion. 
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“He just looks the best, you kmow?,” Matt 
explained, “limean, he has no emotion, 
he shows no remorse or anything. He has 
the best job and he is always on top of 
the situation. He always has things under 
control. He's just a gpuy you wouldn't 
want to mess with.” [ thanked Matt 
profusely and slowly backed away, 


Fett mania doesn't stap there, though. 
The admiration goes beyond tations and 
screen names. One of the highlights of 
Star Wars fans’ lives is when they atterid 
their first fan convention. There they find 
vendors of memorabilia as far as the eve 
can see, and special puests to meet and 
talk to—it’s a Stor Wars fan’s dream come 
true. And for the die-hareds among therm, 
there's no better place to wear their Star 
Wers costumes than at a convention. 


Feeding the Fett beast are plenty of artists 
and publishers, with comic books, 
trading cards and magazines. Comics and 
ecard illustrator brian Stelfreeze, who's 
drawn many impressive portraits of Boba 
Fett, has this to sav: “To me, Boba Fett is 
the mast visually interesting character in 
the entire Star Wers universe. He is super. 
bad, truly ominous... a high plains drifter 
kind of guy who wasn't intimidated by 
Darth Vader,” 

Fellow Fett fan and comics artist John 
Bolton simply says: “[ was always very 
impressed with Boba Fett. He isn't on 
ecreen all that much, and he has just a 
few lines of cislowuc, yet he resonates." 


ROME WHTEMALL ST, 
PHEW YORK NY 
iaoo4 


The Hildebrandt brothers, Greg and Tim, 
are world-renowned for their masterful 
portraits of today's superheroes, villains 
and all kinds of characters in between. 
They teamed up with Topps and 
Lucasfilm in 126 te paint a 100-card 
Shadows of tie Encore card set which 
included a number of pieces including 
Fett. “It’s amazing to me how a guy who 
said practically nothing im the films got 
slich a tremendous fan following,” says 
Greg. “T guess it's the mystery behind the 
mask!” Adds twin brother Tim: “We hove 
this guy, and we can’t understand why.” 
Tim's point is well taken, and he speaks 
for more than just himself. For nearly two 
decades, fans, followers and devotees of 
Fett have been 
more loyal than a 
Wookiee with a life 
bond, and that's 
not likely to chanie 
any the soon, 
Whether they adopt 
BOTEST TLaNLes, Sport 
tattoos, wear the 
costume or collect 
Pett flares, these 
fans comprise a 
group of individuals 
with a single 
ODGeSsiOr, a 
compulsion =a 
fetish!—for Boba 
Pett. ater Wears is 
rich in larger-than- 
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The Internet's 
Toned Wide Web is 
awash with official 

Hobe Fett fects, 
figures, photos, 


art... and more. 
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life characters, and more are certain to emerge in 
the prequel files. But for millions of fans like me, 
Roba Fett will always be at the top of the list. 


dash lzzo is an assistant for Topps Publishing. 
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» BESIDES THE ART GF SOF WARS 


OBA FETT 
ON THE NET 


BESIDES FILM, STAR RAPT HAS BEEN 
EMBaACEO IM (COMICS, TOYS, WOVELS AND 
OTHER MEDIWMS. THE INTERNET'S WORLD WIDE 
WEB IS THE LATEST, AND CYBER-SAVYY BORA 
FETE FANS HAVE A PLEMITUDE OF SITES OW 
WHICH TO FIND FETT STUFE 


DARK HORSE COMICS 
WHA DHORSE COM \ 
THE HOME OF THE BOSA FEIT COME. AUGK SERIES, 

FIOPR ISERIES OF MALICIOUS, BGUMTE-HEMTINE FUE 


DECIPHER 
WADECIPHER CUMS ABH AGS MDE ETM 

FRM TRE CREATORS OF THE Star Wars 
CUSTOMIZABLE CARD GAME THE CLOUD CITY 
EXFANSWIM SET CONTAINS GILES FOR BOUNTY 
HOMTIME AND SPECIAL HOGA FETT PLAYER CAL, 


HASBRO/KENNER 

WAST AR HS HES) COM 

EVERY S7ae ARS FM'S DREW SITE. MORE 
AOBA FETT ACTION FIGURES AWD TOS THAN 
JARBAS BIT CELLULITE. 


GALOOE TOYS 


HAW DALE SAR 
THE MAKERS DF Mice MACHINES AND ACTON FLEET 





FEATURE BORA FETT AND Sane iH MEATS § 
PRIPIETIONS. \ 


~ LUCASARTS ENTERTAINMENT CO. 


WAL UCASARTS COM 

HOGA FETI'S LOWONG FOR FIGHTS IM THE MASTERS 
PF TERAS ASI WY THIS AWESOME MER TITLE FM 9 
LECASFILAS GAMING ON Si0N, 


THE OFFICIAL STAR WAS WEB SITE 
LSTA LES CO 
THE AUTHORITATIVE STAR MAES SITE INCLUDES A 
BIBA FETT PROFILE, FLUS A COLORING FAGE—YOY 
CAN PAINT FETT PNK IF WU WANT TU 


BALLANTINE BOOKS 


Wir RANDOMEDOSE.COMDELRELSTARWARS. HTML 

MS, FETT AN 
AUARE f APPEAR IH DEL FEY'S ESSENTIAL (GUIDE 
SERIES, D0. 


BANTAM BOOKS 

We EDD. COM ea es 

FETT APPEARS IM THREE OUT GF THE FOUR Siar 
RAGS ARTHILOGIES, SHIEH FEATURE SS0RT 
STORIES «ABOUT ALL OF YORa FAVORITE 
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WHILE THE FIGURE OF BOBA FETT 
MAY STRINE TERROR INTO THE 
HEARTS OF HeS TARGETS, HE HAS 
BEEN POSITIVELY INSPIRING TO 
THE MANY apy HAVE 
EMBRACED! WAS A SUBJECT. 
HERE'S A COLLECTION OF SOME 
OF TRE MOST STRIKING IMAGES OF 
BOBA FETT EVER CREATED BY 
STAR WARS ARTISTS. 
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UARGER 
THAN LIFE 


SINISTER HOBA FETT Ig 
DISPLAY FIGURE FROM DON Past stuig 


by gary qgpani 


‘BOBASFETT'S LOOKING!BADDER THANLEVER, .. 
/AND THE ARTISANS ‘AT/DON POST STUDIOS 
(COULDN'T AE} HAPPIER. 


(IUMOOM'S (MOST MEMORABLE INTERGALACTIC 
(AOUNTY HUNTER HAS BEEN PAINSTAKINGLY 
RECREATED AS JAN EXCITING NEW IN/SPLIAY 
FIGURE: A FULL-SIZE, CUSTOM-PAINTED GEM OF 
A COLLECTIBLE: THERE HAVE BEEN NUMEROUS 
HOBAS IN SMALLER INTERPRETATIONS OVER THE 
YEARS, NOTABLY ACTION FIGURES AND FINELY 
DETAILED MODEL KITS. BUT NOTHING CAN 
COMPARE WITH THIS TOWERING TITAN, THE 
SECOND LIFE-SIZE STAR WARS CHARACTER 
DEVELOPED BY POST'S CREATIVE TEAM (Post's 
FIRST TRIUMPH WAS A STORMTROOPER). 


DON) PORT JR, SON OF THE UEGENDARY 
HOLLYWOOD) MASK MAKER: AND! A\ FANTIASTIC: 
FABRICATOR: IN) HIS: OWN! RIGHT), RECENTLY TALKED! 
ADQUT) THE CREATION! AND DEVELOPMENT! OF THE 
NEW /ADBA\ FETT) FIGURE: 
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Q: HOW O10 THIS PROJECT COME ABOUT? 

Al In the beginning, the only piece we 
were doing for Lucasfilm was the 
starmitmooper. Darth Vater was being 
made elsewhere, as was the Han Solo 
in carbonite. But Lucasfilm really 
appreciated the philosophy we put 
behind our work, all the extra thinking 
and planning, which mace the 
stormtrooper seem alive. And the next 
character they wanted to release was 
Boba Fett, because he is so popular 
with the fans. He's also one of George 
Lucas’ favorites. They sugrested ta us 
that we bid on making it, and we did, 
and in the end they awarded us the 
license ta make Roba Fett, 


Q: HAD YOU EVER MADE A FULL-FIGURE 
CHARACTER BEFORE THE STORMTRDOPER? 

AS ves, the female creature Sil, from 
the movie Species, 

): IN DEVELOPING HOBA FETT, DID YOU SEEK 
DUT ACTOR JEREMY BULLOCH? 

AD We flew him to L.A. and did a 
series of life-casts in my living room. 
We had a lot of fun, but it was also 
pretty intense. Jeremy had some 
influence on the way this figure looks, 
because he described how he played 
the part, and Boba Fett's motivatlon, 
Part of what has made the character 
so popular is hls interesting costume, 
Even in the limited time Boba 
appears in the filoos, his stance and 
attitude had an eect on people. He 
has 50 many intricate parts to his 
costume, and seems so physically 
equipped and dangerous—vou 
wonder what he’s going ta do. He's 
extremely menacing, really, And so 
we thought it would be good to get 
some of Jeremy's insight. 


Q: EXPLAIN HOW YOU SETTLED OM THE 
STANCE OF THE FIGURE. 

A: We wanted hin to have that 
“bounty hunter” look. We began with 
a very small maquette, We looked at a 
number of pictures of Boba Fett, and 
found one in the Stier Miers Chrromretes 
hook where he’s standing and looking 


very Clint Eastwoodl-esque—and buff. 
Not only is the stance threatening, 
but Boba appears to be challenging 
someone to “make your move.” He's 
ready. He appears quite invincible, ane 
feels very confident in his ability to 
create mayhem. So that’s really the 
philosophy we used to create the pose, 
Q: WHAT'S THE PHILOSOPHY BEHIND 

BOBA FETT'S ARMOR? 

A: Fett has probably created all kinds 
Of armament that he considers 
necessary, 50 his outfit is made up of 
things he has pulled out of spacecraft, 
former victinus, old military 
eqyuipment—who knows! Bes like 

a hot-rod builder, taking equipment 
and modifying it for his own use, the 
way Rambo would, 





And there’s always something clse 

to look at. In his shins, for instance, 
there are same pockets, with four 

or five removable tools inside, To 
achieve that, we spent three days at 
the Lucasfilm Archives. We looked at 
and measured every plece, from Boba 
Fett'’s backpack to the missile on the 
backpack, We did drawings, patterns 
for all the material parts, 30 we could 
come up with exactly the same look, 
When we returned to the studio, we 
sculpted the breastplate, backpack, 
backplate, Knee armament, forearm 
ariTment and the remaining 
sections. We found materials that 
were just like the tubes we had seen 
in the Lucasfilm pictures, We 
probably spent 450 hours sculpting 
and scratch-building the backpack. 


Last fall, Dom Post 
browght an 
unpainted prototype 
of his full-size Boba 
Fett mannequin to 
Lueacfilm far 
refinements end 
approvals. 
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O: WHAT ABOUT THE CLOTH 

PORTIONS OF HIS COSTUME? 

A Fett's cloth parts are quite visible, 
and subliminally important, to the 
whole of the character. So oy staff 
and | had many long discussions with 
Lucastilm design executives Julia 
Russe ancl Stacy Mollema about 
whether these portions should be 
made out of a rigid material, such as 
Fiberglas, where we could sculpt all of 
the wrinkles ln, or whether it should 
actually be cloth. 

We debated this over several months, 
finally deciding to go with the sewn 
material. The armament is done in 
plastic, with some parts in Fiberglas, 
One of Boba’s belts will be leather, 





the other made of woolen material, 
such as yarn. 

Q: ANY ELECTRONICS IN THE FIGURE? 

A: Oh, vei—though we're coing to 
leave that as a little surprise for fans, 
There are two litthe details that are 
probably inconsequential in the films. 
On his left chest section, there are a 


pair of slits, with electronics in that 
area. Also, on the top of his sight 
piece, there are two lights. 
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Q: ANYTHING SPECIAL ABOUT BOBA'S HELMET? 
AS There are three or four different 
helmet sculptures in the Lucasfilm 
Archives. The headpiece we're using is 
different from the one we're using for 

a limited-edition Fett helmet. [fll have 
a slightly different shape, and the 
printing chetail will be slightly different. 
Part of the reason for that is to make 
each headpiece exclusive unte itself, 
something special for the collectors. 

0: DOES BORA FETT HAVE 

A WEAPON IN HIS HAND? 

A: He has a wea pon in his hand, but 
he's not almbng it, at least mot at us. 





His weapon is actually built over a 
British gun. We went out and found 
one, book a mold off ef it, then 
scrabch-built the gun te exacting 
apecs, When vou take a look at the 
Lucasfilm versions of this particular 
Weapon, every one is slighth 
different, We chose one that had all 
the detail we were looking for. 

0: WITH ALL OF THE ELEMENTS CRAFTED, 
HOW DOES THE FINISHED FIGURE 
LITERALLY TAKE SHAPE? 

AS We begin with a Fiberglas body, 
Which basically maintains the shape 





of the character. Over that, we dress 
Boba piece by piece, putting on the 
cloth suit, bolting the armament 
sections in, attaching the shoes. As 
With a mannequin, every arm and 
every angle—even the way the gun 

is pointing—will be exactly the same 
ewery Lire, 

Q: HOW 1S THE PAINTING PROCESS HANDLED? 
A: When ['m making the regular Boba 
Fett helmet [not the one for the full 
figure], the silver scutf areas go on 
top of the overall green paint job. For 
the figure, however, we're painting 
the surface forward, rather than 





| feft: A proud Don 
Post poses with the 
finiched Boba Fett. 





backward, so the first laver of paint 
that goes on is silver, and the last 
layer is green. [t's an interesting 
masking technique that adds a lot of 
realism to the figure. Overall, it takes 
a good 50-60 hours to paint Hoba Fett. 





In @ feat of ingenuity by 

Qon Post, the weapon in 

Fett's hand is actually built 
| qver a British gun. 


O: DOES THE FIGURE STAND ON ITS OWN, 

OR |S THERE A BASE? 

A: tt does, and there is, The figure will 
be on a wooden stand with a metal 
stake inside of it, to prevent it from 
tipping over, There is also a plaque, 
and each unit has its own serial 
number. The figures can stand on 
their own, however, 


Q: WHAT WILL BOBA FETT RETAIL FOR, AND 
WHEN WILL HE BE AVAILABLE? 

A: Our ta reget price is $5,500, which 
is in the starmtreoper range. 
Unfortunately, molds art extremely 
expensive, and they amount to a 
substantial cost per casting. These 
flexible molds doen't last forever, are 
become a substantial part of the cost 
af the manufacturing of the item. 
As Far as availability goes, it's out 
there row, 

0: ANY PLANS FOR ADDITIONAL FULL-FIGURE 
STAR WAS CHARACTERS DOWN THE LINE? 


A: We hope that the droids will be 


next. Actually, I've already made some 


R2-D2 and C-SO figures tor FAO 
Schwarz displays, Pim mot quite sure 
how we'd do limited-edition versions. 
But the ones we've made so far are 
electra-plated, with eves that light up. 
We hope that the droids will be 
available later this year. 


0: IT MUST BE TRULY GRATIFYING TO SEE 
THESE CREATIONS COME TO LIFE. 

A: Yes, it's extremely satistying. We 
may only make several hundred of 
them, and we know thev're going to 
be bought by individuals, by devotesl 
fans, and we want the individual to 
have something traly unique and 
remarkable that he or she will 
cherish forever. When you work 
really hard to make something, and 
you and everyone cise is very, very 
happy with it, it just makes what you 
do fora living seen worth while. It 
is our goal to honor the classic stor 
Wars films with our creations. | have 
@ @real appreciation for what George 
Lucas has done, and nothing would 
please me more than to make him 
happy with the type of merchandise 
we're producing. 


Gary Gerani hes warked on a wide variety 
of Star Wars trading card and publishing 
projects for lopps. ® 
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Ta make the Fett fiqure 
even more authentic, Past 
took life-casts of actor 
Jeremy Bullock's body. 


FETT Special diane 7 91 

















































| How the 
‘promise - and 
“false memories 

- of a rocket- 
_ fi iring Fett lit 
the fuse for 
Boba collectibles 


by STEVE SANSWEET 


pom the start, there was mothing 
simple about Boba Fett collectibles. 


hdaybe it was the fact that the 

mysterious bounty tiunter was 
introduced in an animated seamen in the 
otherwise forgettable “Star Wars Holiday 
Special” on TV in November 1978. Or 
perhaps it was the fact that he was a totally 
new character wha, we were toll, vould 
play a “major rele” in the eagerly awaited 
Stor Mare sequel, Tre Ertpire Strikes Meock. Chr 
maybe because it was the first toy to be 
Téleased in advance of the filmi, one with 
the neatest action feature of any-of the Star 
Wiers small action figures to date: Fett 
would actually fire a missile from bias 
rocket-firing backpack! ote 


Orso the first Kenner promotions Aa 
promised, Nearly two-thirds of the back of 
each card for the first 20 Star Wars action 
firures was taken up by the Fett mail-away 
offer. Send in four proofs of purchase by 
May 31,1978) and you'd get a free figure of 
the bounty hunter (“Boba Fett not available 
in any store’). And there, mext to an 
iltustration that looked more like TV's 
animated Fett than the final ficure,.was a 
rectangle that either hada black sticker or a 
yellow sticker with a black burst that 
described Pettas a “fearsome interplanetary 
bounty hunter” anda “threat to the Rebel 
Alliance, especially Han Solo!” 


Bow when kids see a sticker, they know 
something is up. So thousands of them 
carctully peeled the sticker away ancl, lo 
and behold, there was am illustration of a 
Pett figure bent forward at the waist, a 
finger pushing a lever on the backpack, 
and a snub-nosed missile starting: to take 
off. The simple copy read “Rocket Firing 
Back Pack.” A shelf display for the 20 
figures had the same iustration and the 
same stickers, although some carly displays 
and figures apparently shipped without 
the stickers, ‘ 


SO imagine the disappointment mary - 
months later as the Pett figures started 
arriving in mailboxes in plain white 
Cardboard boxes with a small white sheet 
headlined, “Mote ta Consumers.” They 
read as follows: 









Above pewber 
figurine fram 
Rawcliffe, Below: 
sound-making 
pen tram Tiger, 

| Agi stander 
From Advanced 

| Graphics. 





"Originally our Stier Wars Boba Fett 
action figure was designed to have a 
spring-launched rocket. The launcher 
has been removed trom the product 
for safety reasons. If you are dissatisfied 
with the product, plewse return it to us 
and we will replace it with any Star 
Wers mini-action figure of your choice, 
Thank you for your suppert.” 


Events having nothing to do with 
Renner or Star ers had conspired 
to derail the rocket-firing feature 
when the figure was in the late 
stages of development. Renner’s 
competitor, Mattel, which produced 
Battlestar Galactica spacecraft with 
small firing missiles, had to recall 
those ships and remake them with 
cemernted-in missiles after several 
young children had choked on the 
stnall plastic cylinders. Kenner was 
determined to make sure nothing 
like that happened to its toys, so its 
designers tried to come up with 
another approach. Instead of 
having the missile-firing lever in a 
track that was a backward L, they 
tricd a backward J, hoping the extra 
loop would act as sort of a lock and 
make it impossible for tiny hands ta 
fire the missile. 


The potential fix just didn't pass 
muster, and no missile-firing Boba 
Fetts were ever sold ta the public, 
None. Not one! 


I'm being emphatic here, because over 
the vears dozens of people across the 
country and around the world have 
called, written or come up to me at 
conventions, insisting that they 
received a missile-firing Fett, or their 
cousin Frankie did, or the kid down 
the block, or.... 


OY course, | always ask where the 
missile-firing Fett is now, and whether 
they can show it to me. Their 
amazing-hut-true responses usually go 
something like, Mom threw it away, 
or my dog bit off its head, or they 
burned it while recreating the funeral 


pyre scene in Return of thre fedi. 


That's not to say that there aren't any 
rocket-firing Boba Petts. There are, but 
they exist as a handful of very pricey 
protety pes that survived the destructive 
testing process at Renner and went home 
with some employers as souvenirs. 


Super-collector Gus Lopez lias the 
following to say about the figures 

at his comprehensive Web site 

(www. toysrus.com: “The rocket- 
firing Boba Pett is perhaps the most 
well-known Star Wors prototype, They 
have turned up in twe varieties, the 
unpainted L-slot first shots [basically 
Plain blue plastic tests of the mold 
and mechanism, without copyright 
notations on its lees), and painted 
J-slot figures [which have copyright 
lines]. In the past, the very few that 
have turned up seld for $3, 00)- 
$7,000, although the greater challenge 
is finding an authentic one for sale, 
rather than saving wp the money, Lt is 
estimated that there are between two 
and three dozen of these 
Boba Pett prototypes in 
collectors’ hands today.” 


The problem, as Gus 
points out, is that there 
am many more fake 
rocket-firing Fetts thar 
real ones, because a skilled 
hobbyist can take apart 
two Petts and, with care 
and ingenuity, build one 
with a rocket-firing 
backpack. Even the red 
missiles have been recast. 


¥et the legend of the toy 
Trows Stronger as the years 
pass. | belleve that's at 
least partly responsible for 
the high “coolness” rating 
that so many fans assign 

a character who was on 
screen for such a short 
period of time. 


At least one other 
prototype variety has 


 skoL 8 


29 
ud tg LC 


3 


é 
iv 
wt 


! 


a 


| 


in 








BORA FETT tpectat tanwe — 33 





surfaccd—an L-slot gray plastic 
version with a copyright embossed on 
its leg—and toy archeologists could 
make another discovery any day. Por 
the latest scoops, and the best 
information on how te avoid being 
taken in by a phony Fett, I'd suggest 
a visit to Gus’ Web site, 


The Second Wave in 
Fett Collectibles 


After the mail-order offer had run its 
course, Kenner introduced a carded 
Boba Fett on a Sivr Mars 21-back care 
(meaning that it advertised 21 figures 
then available), The care front had a 
different and far cooler look than all 
the others, Because there was no 
phote from a movie scene available, 
Fett was placed against a black 
starfleld and was shown shooting a 
bright orange and yellow flame from 
his arm pack. A mint figure on a mint 
card has soared to absolutely crazy 
levels of $850-$1,.000 as shown im the 
LCCoOMpanyving, up-to-date price list. 
A 3 3/4" Pett wasn't the only bounty 
hunter action figure that Kenner 
Introduced In 1979. There was also a 
nicely detailed 13° figure, one of the 
last to be produced in that line and 
the only one readily available in both 
Star Wars and The Errpire Strikes Back 
window boxes. The original small Fett 
figure also was available on an Enpire 
card and two different Retun: of the 
fedi cards, One had a photo on the 
front and the other had artwork. 
There are also prototype, unused 
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Revenge oF the fed? andl much rarer 
1966 Power of the Force cards for 
Fett figures. 


Finally in the original line, a figure 
with a paint job like the bounty 
hunter who appeared in the 
animated Droids TV series appearce 
ona Orodds card. It is relatively rare, 
which pushes the price for a fine 
example up ta the 3500+ 
neighbothood. In an even smaller 
scale, the short-lived Renner Micra 
Collection in 1982 included a 
painted die-cast metal Boba with 
the Bespin Freeze Chamber playset. 
And there's a larger die-cast painted 
Fett in the 1994-1995 Action 
Masters Star irre six-pack, 


The Craze Continues 


Hashro/Kenner is today keenly 
avare of the Fett crase, ane in its 
newest line the company has 
released a single carded Hoba Fett, a 
resculpted Boba Fett vs, WG-88 and a 
Deluxe Boba Fett. This year will see a 
new, even-more detailed Pett in the 
six-inch Epic Force line. A mew large- 
size Fett figure was also released last 
year as part of the Collectors Series. 


Kenner and Hasbro aren't the only 
toy makers that have recognized Fett’s 
popularity, In TRO, Craft Master 
made a white vinvl Fett figure you 
could decorate yourself with the 
accompanying paints, and Topps 
produced a Fett candy head. 
Sigma sold a ceramic Fett with 
an almost childlike appearance 
as part of its lime of fea 

fizurines in 18a, 

For the more adventuresome, 
Screamin’ offers a detailed one- 
quarter and one-sixth scale Boba 
Fett virryl model kit to assemble 
and paint. Japan’s Kalyodo 
provided the sculpting anc 

also sold the one-sixth 

scale kit in Japan in vinyl 

and a very limited resin 

edition. Galoob has created 
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Fett figures in its Micra 
Machines and Action 
Fleet lines (along with 
Fett’s spacecraft, Seve f, of 

course). Applause made 
small PWC and L2" vinyl 
figures, Rawcliffe a pewter 
figure and Gamesa of 
Mexico a small plastic 
figure asa premium with 
cookles last year. 
Fifteen years ago, 
Renrer toved with the 
idea of dolng a Boba Fett roleplaying 
set for kids, consisting of a plastic 
gun, belt, wrist rocket and the like, 
but never got beyond the concept 
stage. However, this year Hasbro 

Direct is planning to introduce an 

Inexpensive set similar in some 

Tespects to that ald design. 





There have been a number of Fett 
“wedrables” over the vears, [rom Ben 
Cooper Halloween costumes to 
Underoos boys’ underwear Beba caps 
and T-shirts abound, and the Star Mies 
Fan Club sold an embroidered denim 
jacket a few years back. 

There are also Fett jewelry and pins, 
one of which carries the laconic 
hunter's complaint to Darth Vader, 
“He's no good to me dead.” JAP. Ine, 
of Japan has issued a painted metal 
Boba sculpted ring as part of its mew 
Ster Mars characters line; it retails for 
about $250. And Hope Industries and 
Fossil have recently sold watches with 
the bounty hunter's likeness. 


Bibb Co. did Fett bed-and-bath items 
in the earhy 1OSOs, and WestPoint 
Stevens currently offers a Boba Fett/ 
Jabba the Hutt reversible pillowcase 
and a Boba bath towel. And there are 
bookmarks, mugs, artwork, sericels, 
comics, coins, film frames, trading 
cards, gold metal cards, carry-alls, 
school supplies and—perhaps the 
most incongrucus—a Boba Fett- 
shaped cake pan from Wilton. 


One of the coolest new items is a 45% 


scale Boba Fett beloet as part of the 
Riddell line. OF course, vou can 
graduate to full-size with Don Tost's 
regular Fett helmet ($50-575) or his 
deluxe Fiberglas version, which sells 
for arcume $900-51,000. [busive 
Originals has dane a half-scale Fett 
bust out of foam, and this year 
Lerends in 3 Dimensions is offering 
a beautifully sculpted Fett bust by 


special-effects sculptor Greg Aronowitz 


in an edition of 5,00. 


For the ultimate in Fett collectibles, 
one need look no further than the 
studios of Randy Bowen and Don 
Bost, bowen last wear released a 
bronze Fett statuette in an edition of 
50 through Dark Horse Comics; it 
sold out and now commands a price 
of around $3,504, For his pricier life- 
size Fett mannequin, Don Post took a 
body cast of actor feremy Bulloch. 





Deon’s new Pett takes his studio's 
artistry to another level altogether. It 
uses fabric for the actual body suit, 
Fiberglas for the hard armor, has belt 
pockers that open and show 
equipment that looks just right, arid 
has a lighted viewfinder and chest 
plate. The retail price is expected ta 
be around $6,000, and for the true 
Fett fanatic, it is worth every cent, 


Steve dansweet is fhe auther of Star Wars: From 
Concept to Screen to Collectible (Chronicle Books, 
(9?) and this year's Star Wars Scrapbook: The 
Essential Collection. 








Afove lef: Kenner 
44/4 action 
figure. Left: T-shirt 
fram Changes, 
Above: Hat fram 
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aan if f6 epecolciNe -avt movie magic andl 
iv épéial effeets wizardry fo create the bounty 
hunter's one-of-kind cameo 


>) f | By MARK COTTA VAZ 





ett 


@) oba Fett didn’t even appear the 
J original version Of Star Mars : 1 


| New Hope. Yet there he is, larger 
2 } than life and twice as deadly, in 


the Special Edition of A New Hope. 


eclal Retur 
of Boba bane 


Of all the characters lurking at the 
fringes of the Star Wars universe, bounty 
hunter Boba Fett artuably required the 
most extensive preparations. For hls 
debut in Tie Eeopire Strikes Back, concept 
artists Ralph McQuarrie and Joe 
Johnston spent months developing the 
character's look, and several production 
phases were required ta produce the 
final suit worn by actor Jeremy Bulloch. 
Before Enipire’s theatrical release in May 
1080, there was a big publicity push that 
pot Future Fett fans in an anticipatory 
mood, including Fett’s appearance ina 
[O78 “Star Wars Holiday Special" TY 
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But like any good fantasy villain, Roba 
refused to dic. First, he was resurrected in 
the six-part Dark Empire comics series, 
Then, ta the delight of his fans, Fett made 
cameo appearances in the Special Editions 
of.4 New Hope and Return of tie Jedi. His 
appearance 4 New Hope originated with a 
late-night idea George Lucas had while 
working on a new scene featuring Jabba 
the Hutt. 





show and the release of an action figure 
from Kenner Toys. $0 much effort and 
such care had gone inte bringing the 
Mandalorian-armored killer and tracker 
to life that it was a stunner to see the 
baddest dude in the galaxy so easily 
sucked inte the mucous-dripping jaws of 
the Sarlace in Return of the fedi. “There 
was so ilueh Boba Fett build-up when 
Empire came out, and then he was 
dispatched so carly in fei. “That seers 
to me to be typical of George Lucas’ dark 
sense of humer,” muses Don Bies, a 
former Lucasfilm archivist and currently 
a stnior model maker for [Industrial Light 
& Magic (ILM). 


ko - BORA FETT ipeeial 


Joe Letteri is an ILM effects supervisor 
whose Special Edition work included 
")8-3," a sequence in which a newly 
computer-generated (CG) Jabba the Hutt 
was digitally inserted into 20-year-old 
footage featuring Harrison Ford's Han 
Solo. Leteeri recalls that at the halfway 
mack, lis team was 





SUQEnviGgor 


Joe Letteri 


reviewing the slob 
with Lucas via video 
transmission when the 
creator added an 
intriguing new wrinkle 
to the scene, “George 
said that he woke up 
the night before ane 





decided Boba Fett should doa walk-on in the 
shot,” Letteri recalls. “Crearge described the 
action, how he warrted Fett ta bald his gun. 
The addition of Roba certainly added menace 
andl another level of tension to the scene." 


The much-heralded sequence, featuring a 
young Jabba and his gang confronting Solo in 
a Mos Eisley hangar, had never been intended 
as an effects shot. When originally filmed 20 
years earlier, the hangar sequence had 
featured human performers, including an 
acter in the Jabba role. However, the actor-in- 
costume approach failed ta capture the 
menace Lucas desired. With special effects 
crews unable to proaluce a viable, totally 
loathsome allen crime lord, Lincas lad cut 
amd saved the footare. 


The experience, hawever, gave Letteri and 
company the chance to work out the 
challenges of integrating the new Jabba 
clement into the old footage (which tocluded 
matching the lighting and look of the new 
film stock with the old), experience that 
would prove valuable when they went to 
work adding the bounty hunter. [LMer Mark 
Austin would be costumed in Boba garb and 
filmed in front of a bluescreen at ILM, and 
then digitally composited into the sequence 
by technical director Stuart Maschwitz. The 
prior (cr Jabba work helped make for a 
"classic, straightforward” Boba bluescreen 
composite, according to Letteri. 


“On the Jabba shots, Md already figured out 
how to recreate the lighting [for the new 
clements],” says Letteri, noting that the 
lighting scheme was duplicated during the 
Boba bluescreen shoot. “Actually, the real 
trick was to make different composite 
elements look like they were photographed 
together A lot of attention has been given ta 
in-your-face 3-D effects, like the CG dinosaurs 
in Jurassic Park, but a bie part of that was 
figuring out how ta marry the elements 
together, how to match lighting, how to set 
that 3-D figure in the background plate in the 
right way. 

“By adding Boba Fett to the sequence, George 
Was opening up the scene,” Letteri adds. “He 
was saying, “Here |s this world | created, ane 
on the periphery are things we never 
explored,’ In Ster Wars you got a sense that if 
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you veered off the main storyline, there were 
more worlds and cultures and stories. 
Introducing a young Jabba, who has a gang 
that includes Boba Fett, was a cecal chance to 
explore this world. Actually, | remember 
thinking at the time that the Special Edition 
work was the ultimate interactive storvline 
for us." 


In addition to his other duties, Don Bies had 
played Fett during various Lucasfilm: 
sponsored events, including taking a ferry 


with "Darth Vader" to San Francisco to Ato & 
inaugurate a lS9S exhibition of Shar Mars bafow: Don 
artifacts, He had also been suiting up for flies, 
other bit parts throughout the shooting of unmasked 
new Special Edition footage when he got the during 8 
call ta once again put on the beainty hunter's | break in his 
armor and helmet for a Rete of the pedi ipecial 
Special Edition cameo, It was while filming Editian 

the Jedi “Jabba Rocks” sequence, ln which portrayal of 
Bies played one of the horn section members | Qdoba Fett 


OF Jabba’s palace band, that Lucas anc 
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producer Rick McCallum decided to introduce 
Boba inte the proceedings, Kies remembers 
thie occasion. 

“George and Rick were laughing on the set, 
and they called me over and told me bo get 
one of the Boba costumes from the 
[Lucasfilm] Archives at Skywalker Ranch,” 
Bies says with a smile. “George literally 
decided that day to include Boba—he said it 
was his “gift to the fans.’ George directed me 
in the scene. | was supposed to stroke the 
check of one of the palace dancers, but the 
lady had a lot of grease paint on, so] came 
up with just chucking her under her chin. 
Then | walked out of the scene at an angle, 


“l wore one of the original suits. It takes 
about 15 to 20 minutes to get into the 
eOstuine, You have to put on a jumpsuit, then 
a harness to hold the heavy backpack. In this 
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case it’s a pack with air canisters that could 
shoot out carbon dioxide—it's so heavy it 
helps thrust your chest out heroically, Then 
on goes the chest armor, which is made of 
vacuform material, followed by the belts, 
knee pads, even a braid of hair from a 
Wookiee scalp. Finally, there's the helmet, 
which has this T-shaped opening that docsn't 
block vour vision, unlike some masks.” 


Strangely, Bies confesses to not being a big 
Bobs Fett fan. But Bies is one of the chosen 
few who have literally embodied the mystery 
man of the Star Miers universe. In fact, during 
the filming of the first prequel last summer 
outside London, there was a small gathering 
of Boba performers. There they were, Jeremy 
Bulloch, Bies and ILMer Nelson Hall (whe 
has alsa donned the Boba uniform), all 
unmasked and dining at a Greek restaurant 
in Regent's Park, 

“We remarked, “Think what the fans would 
think, all the Boba Fetts tagether,” Bies says 
with a laugh recalling the scene. “We had a 
Teal Boba Fett convention.” 


Mark Gotts Faz is the aetior of Industrial Light B Magic: Into 
ms 
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nomany ways, Boba Fett, in his 

menacing Mandalorian warrlar garb, 

mm isa coOmputer-gae maker's creer 

| | come truce. He's tough—about as 
tough as they come. He's popular— 

| ‘there's hardly a Ster Wars fan who 


2. doesn't count him at the tap of his 


or her list of favorite characters, He's all 
action. In fact, with more weapons and 
gadgets than a Swiss army knife, he 
personifies the very word “action.” Plus— 
and this is no small point to both graphic 
and computer artists—without the 
complex details of a human face to worry 
about, he's comparatively casy to draw, 
especially in aD, 


kL a 
4 Local Favorite 


"Boba Fett is very popular around 
here,” says Jon Knoles, a project leader 
and senior artist at LucasArts 
Entertainment Company, the holder of 
the Ster Wars license for computer and 
video games. “To us, he’s the ultimate 
‘man with no name,” mysterious but 
tough. We take any opportunity we can 
to use him in a game.” 


The character of Boba Fett lends itself 
well to gaming. [in fact, the bounty 
hunter has a long list of appearances in 
LucasArts games, beginning with the old 
8-bit Nintendo format. In almost all 
cases, his appearances have been 
peripheral, much like his role in the 
films, though recent games have brought 
him to greater prominence. 
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The big question is, could there ever be 
a game in which Boba Fett is the main 
character? While Knoles isn't at liberty 
to say either way, he does cite a few 
challenges the bounty hunter will have 
to overcome before taking on such a 
sharing pole. 

First of all, there's that “Lad guy" image 
thing that Boba Fett can’t seem to 
shake. “In the films, Boba Fett is on the 
wrong side—=or at least he seems to be,” 





dereen Hom Masters of leris Kasi 


says Knoles. "The reality is that as a 
bounty hunter, Fett is neither good nor 
bad. He just goes where the money is. 
But Te Ewpire Strikes Hack clearly 
established him as bad. That makes it a 
little bit of a challenge to create a game 
based on him. After all, no one wants to 
see the bad guy win.” 

Ironically, LucasArts did publish a gare 
that had the player become a TIE fighter 
pilot. “It's truce that the game TIE Fighter 


took place on the Empire side,” explains 
Knoles. “The difference was that the player 

was vying to become the best possible TIE 

fighter pilot—allegiance to the Empire wasn't P 
necessary, just good piloting skills.” = of ee 
Screen trom Super Empare Strikes Back 


In terms of computer games, Knoles can't say 
for sure what the future holds for the greatest 
bounty hunter of all. In the meantime, Boba 
Fett fans have plenty of ways to “play” their 

favorite character. 


A Gamer’s Guide to Boba 
Fett’s Appearances 

To date, Boba Fett has appeared, with varying 
degrees of exposure, iin six LucasArts 
Entertainment Star Wors games. The 
following is a compendium of those games: 
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fereen from Masters of Terds Kiisi 


Second, Boha Pett is the ultimate mystery mar. 


It may be best to leave him that way. “Games 4 
can utilize Boba Fett's look and style, but The Empire Strikes Back ¥ 
there's a danger of overdoing it," Knoles says. Developed by LucasArts ar e 

“IE we feature him too prominently in a game, published by JVC, this game 

then people will get to know him better, Wo debuted in 1991 for the &-bit 

one really knows who Boba Fett is, which isa Nintendo system, Boba Fett and his starship, 

big part of what makes him so interesting.” Stave f, make a brief appearance. 


Pal 
bereer from Dark Forces 
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Super Empire Strikes Back 
This action game appeared in 1993 
for the Super Nintendo system. In it, 
Boba Fett appears as a “boss,” which 
is computer-game talk for “the duce 
vou have to beat if you want to keep 
playing the game.” 


Dark Forces 

This is 2 first-person shooter for the 
PC, Macintosh and Sony PlayStation 
that first shipped in 1995, Once again, 
Boba Pett shows up asa boss. 


Shadows of the Empire 

This action/adventure game debuted 
on the Nintende 64 system in 
Cescember 1996 and on the FC in fall 
1997. lt features Boba Fett as one of 
the toughest bosses. In fact, he shows 
Lipa twice, 





Masters of Teras Kasi 

This 3-D fighting game for the Sony 
PlayStation first appeared in 
November 1997 and is perhaps the 
best showcase for Goba Pete's talents. 
He's one of elght core fighters (others 
intlude Luke Skywalker, Chewbacca 
and the Gamorrean Thok). It features 
mary of Fett’s signature moves an 
weapons, Including the “rocket shoat™ 
thermal detonator, Players cam 
unlock the secret character Jodo Kast, 
another bounty hunter whe dons the 
Mandalorian armor (reprising his role 
as the ultimate Boba Fett wannabe). 


Jedi Knight 

Released in the fall of 1997, this 
sequel ta Dark Forces features Roba 
Pett as one of the multi-play 
characters from which a gamer can 
choose, Fans will get a kick out of 
seeing Pett wielding a weapon not 
usually associated with the bounty 
hunter—a lightsaber. 


Tom Byron is a gaming writer based in 
fan Nafael, Calif. > 
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Boba Fett 


Crimi a test 


With battlewavaged armor that conceals his every emation and a minal that is as cunning are 
cilewlading as the crass-hairs on his blaster, Bola Fou hak beceene om boon for Uhe dangerous diier 
(wer Mine) Gis filme dhebsot ti Tee Ereqpire Snries Back. His skis and prowess are unmatched, hs 
talent for the hunt ane capture of his prey is Infamous throaghout the universe 


Ary you imart scugh 'o bear Reba at his own gare? To see, take this Boba Fett Trivia Test, 
devoted to the mast relentless bounty hunter in the Shir ors galaxy. ARer you've bevel yaar 
kneewbedice of Che nefarious silent ones, mal sour anak ho ek Qridd we'll eniber Wau in a fridan 
Hriwing fo Win some olkienate Hota out! 


Grad! Prize Gon Post Suxdios Geluae Toba Pett The pice Helineee 

* Firat Prize Rickell Productions Boba Fett Miniature Replica Helmet 

« Secor Prize Galoob ‘love prize package feabucing Stor kes Aiko hectic areal 

Auction Peet ploeets 

e368 Tittrd Prizes Polydara’s pre-palnted vinyl Boba Fett model kits and ome of MC/Ertl's 
Stave # model kits 

23 Fowrth Prizes Throe-tesok scl consiling af Dark Horse Comics’ Batre of the Bounty 
Aire 





irs PopUp comic book, Classic Ster bas: Tee Gielp Aavestnes trade paperback anal Deadir, Lin 
& Trenchery (the oollected Boba Pett trike paperbacks 

270 Fifth Prizes Five tare aed collectible premium Boba Feit promotional and phase cares 
nom The Topps Company. 


FETT'S VITAL STATS 

Li Beaker Petts meal (rent the aeterr’s) rae 

2) He was oiginally fram what planct? 

4 is hatibe armor was inspired by which army? 

4 Fetts weapon of choice? 

5) Whal conipany eianmulactuecd Stine 7 
6S) Shave i = 

MESS WITH THE REST, DIE LIKE THE REST 
7) Where did Boba Fett Kill his clumey imposter? 
S) Translation af that planet's name? __ 

O) Thre benipevsbinr's cunie? 


BIOGRAPIY OF A IOUNTY HUNTER 
1) Bola Feit's first appearance over, bicliding pear and cate. 
TL) Wiha was the First conic sip te Imctude Wot bert! 
12) Original obgect the desien of Slave fowas dewplemsd By 
19) Die tha fills, Berka Fit apes five ecnearahle Ges, foe presemied Ietec. What's the (ith! 
a “AG Wi ails.” 
bhatt be doesn't surcive? bee's reorth a kot bee ome,” 
c “Agdaaiaagah! LUnpebale!” 


1 Put Captain Solo ie thee cargo hold” 


ce ie a 


Emvirbes must be received by September 10, 1438, One entry per peeon, Wiser will be ootified 
by mail. Photecopee: or haniberitten capac aH! this canies! ane acceplable. Soery, fo e-mail cote. 


Mane Airth Dare 
Achibyy is 


Apt.A UI i. 


Mall Wn erties bor 
Trivia Test, Haba Fett Magazine, One Whitehall Street, Whew York, MY 10S, 


for aoe alter Cite 1 18, sored a SAGE bos Theis Anes, ote Serr leppeviar, The Teepe. (onmparny, Chae Wh 





Spe, Mert York, SY PO, Cork Pborue Conmbce © fe ™ LR Dork Pere © 





on ircerperabed All gigints sesereed. 




















| ° KENNER EXCLUSIVE 
» Inside news & photos of their latest 
STAR VARS toys and collectibles 
Your Official STAR WARS — 
Collectibles SOURCE! _ © HATS OFF TO RIDDELL 
| | Meet the makers of the awesomely 
¢ 8 Page Pull-Out Poster! ' authentic STAR WARS helmets 
e Movie Prequel News & Pix! 
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Figures Price Guide! © Visit the studio of Hollywood 

e Free Giveaways! © sculptor Greg Aronowitz, creator 

© of cold-cast porcelain figures for 
Legends in 3 Dimensions 
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» VWVE SURVIVED TOY FAIR ‘98 
Report on the upcoming 

STAR VVARS stuff from Galoob, 
Applause, Tiger, Estes, Ertl, Don 
Post, Illusive Originals & others 
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‘DARTH VADER 
Now You CAN 


the anginal 


Monopoly gameplay in 4 totally 
IMMersive Star VVars environme 
Chense: fiforn eight SD, Full- emetic 
heroes ‘or villains. Then see the 
action come olive with actual movie 
scenes from the Star Vvers 





yN FOR MORE 





Ger ready ta ‘own the universe 
with ell thie fun, excitement 
and internet play of the. 

jf best-selling Monopoly Star 
vers CD-ROM, Hosted by 

















Twegy oot! Econ 8S you build a 

galaetic real eState.ernpire fram 

Dagobah to the Death Star. This 
special edition. leo cores with ¥ 

. three EXCLUSIVE, ‘collectible, “1, ono 

eredit Star VVars coins not 

arveulatle: anywhers else im the galaxy. 
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Anakin Shywalker figure! _ j 
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